
A Community Resolution  
Whereas …the Common Council of the City of Menomonie, WI has established an I-4 

Data Center Industrial Zone; and has sought the input of the public in shaping the 
regulatory framework of that zone; and  
 

Whereas ...government must reflect the consent of the people it serves; and  

 

Whereas …when a community speaks, the people’s voice amplifies solutions; and 

 

Whereas …the comprehensive plan of the city of Menomonie cites “small town 

charm” and “intergovernmental cooperation” with the neighboring towns of Red Cedar 
and Menomonie as fundamental to its nature; and 
 

Whereas … hyperscale data center development would harmfully and 

permanently alter that fundamental nature;    
 

Therefore Be It Resolved … that on this 15th day of February, 2026 an 

assembly of steadfast and deliberative citizens of the city of Menomonie and its 
neighboring townships, hereby calls upon the common council to adopt the provisions 
herein to both fortify the I-4 data center industrial zone, and further measures to 
protect the community from the deleterious effects of high impact development, in 
order to preserve the nature of the community they now call home. 
 

FurthermoreWhereas …There remain broader concerns regarding 

transparency and public engagement,   
 

Be It Also Resolved … the city enact measures, through both  

transparency ordinances and citizen engagement resolutions—to ensure the public’s 
voice remains central to all intents and actions of the Governing Common Council, The 
Mayor and all officers of the city.  

 
 



Core Zoning Protections … 

1. Establish maximum building and campus size limits so development remains 
proportionate to our community. 

 
2. Establish water use limits to protect long-term municipal and groundwater 

capacity. 
  

3. Prohibit the use of private wells and require all water for cooling to come 
from municipal supply. 

 
4. Prohibit water cooling systems that depend on significant evaporative loss. 

 
5. Establish a tiered zoning structure that limits large-scale data center 

development to levels proportionate to community capacity. 
 

6. Establish power demand limits to ensure electrical use remains within 
community infrastructure capacity. 

 
7. Require meaningful setbacks from homes, schools, and hospitals to protect 

nearby residents. 
 

8. Require expanded setbacks for generators and heavy equipment to reduce 
noise and operational impacts. 

 
9. Require expanded setbacks for livestock and other domestic animal 

operations to reduce impact on animal health and productivity. 
 

10. Require zero industrial wastewater discharge to protect public water 
systems and removal of wastewater by licensed haulers. 

 
11. Require a site restoration bond to guarantee full cleanup and 

decommissioning upon end of operations or abandonment. 
 

12. Require ongoing annual compliance certification as a condition of continued 
operation. 

 
13. Establish a clear graduated enforcement process including fines, suspension, 

and revocation for violations of required performance standards. 
 

14. Require verification of electrical grid capacity before approval. 
 

15. Establish limits on impervious surface coverage to protect land use balance 
and watershed health. 

 
16. Require a pre-construction road inspection and a road protection bond to 

cover construction and operational damage to municipal streets. 
 

17. Require a construction traffic impact study including school route analysis, 
funded by the applicant and contracted by the municipality. 

 
18. Require compliance with dark sky lighting standards to protect nighttime 

conditions and reduce light pollution. 
 



19. Require double containment for wastewater storage tanks to prevent 
accidental release. 
 

20. Require all stormwater systems to meet or exceed state  DNR stormwater 
standards. 
 

21. Establish separate and enforceable construction and operational noise and 
vibration limits to protect nearby residents and livestock. 
 

22. Require sound attenuation measures including acoustic barriers, berms and 
vegetative zones where necessary to meet noise limits. 
 

23. Limit construction days /hours of operation to Monday to Friday from 7am-
7pm, and Saturday 8am-5pm. Construction prohibited on Sundays. 
 

24. Require ongoing monitoring of air quality, stormwater, groundwater, 
industrial wastewater, municipal water withdrawal, operational noise, 
vibration monitoring and fuel storage for large-scale facilities. 
 

25. Restrict generator testing and use to defined emergency and limited 
operational circumstances. 
 

26. Require above-ground double containment storage for on-site fuel systems. 
 

 
Infrastructure and Fiscal Protections … 

1. Adopt a “developer-funded infrastructure policy” ensuring project-related 
upgrades are not borne by taxpayers. 
 

2. Establish a policy that tax increment financing shall not be provided for data 
center development without “exceptional public benefit” findings 
 

3. Require a municipality-contracted fiscal impact analysis for high-impact 
development proposals. 
 

4. Require written certification that no ratepayer-funded electrical grid 
upgrades are required for the project. 
 

 

 
 
 
 



Administrative and Review Structure … 
1. Establish a structured high-impact development review process for projects 

exceeding defined thresholds. 
 

2. Require independent pre-construction studies including environmental impact, 
hydrogeological assessment, traffic and construction impact, noise 
modeling, and fiscal analysis — Contracted by the City, funded by applicant. 

 
3. Require a formal rezoning review process that is separate from annexation 

proceedings and requires a separate subsequent public hearing. 
 

4. Authorize a defined administrative study period & procedure, to evaluate 
infrastructure and fiscal readiness. 

 
5. Adopt clear, enhanced application completeness standards to ensure full 

and transparent submissions and disclosure of all project details. 
 

 
Transparency and Community Protection … 

1. Require public compliance reporting and transparency measures for ongoing 
operations of any data centers. 
 

2. Establish an independent compliance testing program funded by the applicant 
to ensure compliance and related enforcement pertaining to resource 
management, environmental impacts, and nuisance mitigation measures. 

 
3. Require beneficial ownership disclosure as part of a complete application. 

 
4. Require private and public well protection and baseline testing for 

surrounding properties. 
 

5. Require Community Benefit Agreements for large-scale projects, administered 
through an intergovernmental agreement with affected townships, funding 
measures including home value protection, agricultural loss mitigation, 
emergency services, and community infrastructure. 

 
6. Require minimum employment commitments proportionate to facility size as a 

component of Community Benefit Agreements for any high impact development. 
 

7. Reform City procedural rules to strengthen public voice, including expanded 
public comment and a clear public mechanism for agenda item inclusion. 


