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CONCURRENCE IN SENATE AMENDMENTS 

AB 603 (McCarty) 

As Amended  August 26, 2021 

Majority vote 

SUMMARY 

Requires agencies to post online, annually, specified information about money spent on law 

enforcement related settlements and judgments.  

Senate Amendments 
Eliminate the requirement that municipalities or the Transportation Agency, on behalf of the 

California Highway Patrol, post on its internet website the amount of any settlements or 

judgments that were paid out resulting from allegations of improper police conduct, including, 

but not limited to, claims involving the use of force, assault and battery, malicious prosecution, 

or false arrest or imprisonment. 

COMMENTS 

As passed by the Assembly, this bill: 

1) Provided that on or before February 1 of each year, each municipality shall post on its 

internet website how much it spent on law enforcement settlements and judgments during the 

previous year, resulting from allegations of improper police conduct, including, but not 

limited to, claims involving the use of force, assault and battery, malicious prosecution, or 

false arrest or imprisonment, broken down by individual settlement or judgment. 

2) Required that for each action posted, the municipality shall include all of the following 

information: 

a) The court in which the action was filed; 

b) The name of the law firm representing the plaintiff; 

c) The name of the law firm or agency representing each defendant; 

d) The date the action was filed; 

e) Whether the plaintiff alleged improper police conduct, including, but not limited to, 

claims involving use of force, assault and battery, malicious prosecution, or false arrest or 

imprisonment; and, 

f) If the action has been resolved, the date on which it was resolved, the manner in which it 

was resolved, and whether the resolution included a payment to the plaintiff, and, if so, 

the amount of the payment. 

3) Stated that if any settlements or judgments are paid for using municipal bonds, the 

municipality shall post on its internet website the amount of the bond, the time it will take the 

bond to mature, interest and fees paid on the bond, and the total future cost of the bond. 
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4) Required the municipality to post on its internet website the amount of any settlements or 

judgments that were paid by insurance, broken down by individual settlement or judgment, 

and the amount of any premiums paid by the municipality for insurance against settlements 

or judgments resulting from allegations of improper police conduct, including, but not 

limited to, claims involving the use of force, assault and battery, malicious prosecution, or 

false arrest or imprisonment. 

5) Required the Transportation Agency to provide the same information with regards to the 

Department of the California Highway Patrol. 

According to the Author 
"For far too long, cities and counties have spent taxpayer dollars on settlements and judgments in 

police misconduct and excessive use of force cases without adequate public disclosure. These 

settlements are decided in closed sessions by city councils or boards of supervisors. In order to 

obtain any information about these cases, citizens, including journalists, have to file public 

records act requests. The onus should not be on citizens to acquire and publish this information.  

"These settlements result in local jurisdictions paying out significant amounts in taxpayer dollars 

that could be used to fund afterschool and youth programs or to build new parks, community 

centers and libraries." 

Arguments in Support 
According to the American Civil Liberties Union, "The ACLU has been one of the many 

advocates for further police transparency to pierce the veil of secrecy the state has provided law 

enforcement agencies and officers. The Right to Know Act, SB 1421 (Skinner, 2018), provided a 

breakthrough in this area by requiring transparency in police records relating to use of force, 

sexual assault, and dishonesty. Even with the passage of SB 1421, law enforcement agencies 

throughout the state continue to ignore current law and reject calls for transparency. AB 603 

peels back another layer of the shroud of secrecy. 

"Current law allows citizens to file civil suits or claims against police or sheriffs for misconduct 

or use of force incidents that result in death or serious bodily injury. State law stipulates officers 

are not responsible for the economic damages of these lawsuits. Instead, these settlements 

typically come from the general fund of the city involved; if the law enforcement agency itself 

pays, it is part of a larger line item for settling officer misconduct litigation. That means city 

budgets allocate funds to their law enforcement agencies with the expectation that they will be 

financially liable for their wrongdoing, year over year. While taxpayers pay for these settlements, 

the public will often hear about these settlements only from newspapers. Information about the 

financial implications of these police misconduct settlements is difficult to find, and frequently 

requires Public Records Act requests to get details. 

"AB 603 requires cities, counties, and the CA Highway Patrol to post financial details about 

police misconduct settlements and judgments on their websites. These settlements result in local 

jurisdictions paying out significant amounts in taxpayer dollars that could be used to reinvest in 

the community. Citizens have the right to know how their city, county, and state are spending 

their hard-earned tax dollars. By requiring municipalities to publicly post financial details of 

their law enforcement use-of-force settlements, AB 603 provides much needed transparency for 

taxpayers on where their tax dollars are being spent." 



AB 603 
 Page  3 

 

Arguments in Opposition 
None on file. 

FISCAL COMMENTS 

According to the Senate Appropriations Committee, pursuant Senate Rule 28.8, negligible state 

costs. 

VOTES: 

ASM PUBLIC SAFETY:  8-0-0 
YES:  Jones-Sawyer, Lackey, Bauer-Kahan, Quirk, Santiago, Seyarto, Wicks, Lee 

 

ASM APPROPRIATIONS:  16-0-0 
YES:  Lorena Gonzalez, Bigelow, Bloom, Calderon, Carrillo, Chau, Megan Dahle, Davies, 

Fong, Gabriel, Eduardo Garcia, Kalra, Levine, Nazarian, Quirk, Robert Rivas 

 

ASSEMBLY FLOOR:  77-0-1 
YES:  Aguiar-Curry, Arambula, Bauer-Kahan, Bennett, Berman, Bigelow, Bloom, 

Boerner Horvath, Burke, Calderon, Carrillo, Cervantes, Chau, Chen, Chiu, Choi, Cooley, 

Cooper, Cunningham, Megan Dahle, Daly, Davies, Flora, Fong, Frazier, Friedman, Gabriel, 

Gallagher, Cristina Garcia, Eduardo Garcia, Gipson, Lorena Gonzalez, Gray, Grayson, Holden, 

Irwin, Jones-Sawyer, Kalra, Kiley, Lackey, Lee, Levine, Low, Maienschein, Mathis, Mayes, 

McCarty, Medina, Muratsuchi, Nazarian, Nguyen, O'Donnell, Patterson, Petrie-Norris, Quirk, 

Quirk-Silva, Ramos, Reyes, Luz Rivas, Robert Rivas, Rodriguez, Blanca Rubio, Salas, Santiago, 

Seyarto, Smith, Stone, Ting, Valladares, Villapudua, Voepel, Waldron, Ward, Akilah Weber, 

Wicks, Wood, Rendon 

ABS, ABST OR NV:  Mullin 

 

SENATE FLOOR:  39-0-1 
YES:  Allen, Archuleta, Atkins, Bates, Becker, Borgeas, Bradford, Caballero, Cortese, Dahle, 

Dodd, Durazo, Eggman, Glazer, Gonzalez, Grove, Hertzberg, Hueso, Hurtado, Jones, Kamlager, 

Laird, Leyva, Limón, McGuire, Melendez, Min, Newman, Nielsen, Ochoa Bogh, Pan, 

Portantino, Roth, Rubio, Skinner, Umberg, Wieckowski, Wiener, Wilk 

ABS, ABST OR NV:  Stern 

 

UPDATED 

VERSION: August 26, 2021 

CONSULTANT:  Nikki Moore, Matthew Fleming  / PUB. S. / (916) 319-3744   FN: 0001563 




